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"HEADTEACHER’'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents and Carers,

As you already know, we have a big focus on manners at Newington Green and each week
we celebrate children for their marvellous manners in Golden assembly. This week, one of our
nominations came from the dance teacher, who wanted to give a shout out to one of our Yé
pupils for being so kind, considerate and polite when supporting some younger children in the
class. It is fantastic to hear that visitors notice what lovely manners our children have too.

Well done Adele for representing the school so well!

| am really pleased with the efforts everyone is going to in response to our policy on healthy packed lunches. The team
in the kitchen and dining hall have been talking to the children about healthy alternatives to sweet treats and many
children are returning the next day to say what healthy option they have swapped for a treat. Tiago, our Chef, has
also reported an increase in the number of children eating schools dinners each week. Tiago will be at Newington
Green more regularly from next week so he will continue this conversation with you and the children.

This week, the PTA held a coffee morning to talk to parents about how they could get involved with the PTA and
support their fundraising efforts. Sadly, it was really poorly attended. We are going to send out a questionnaire to get
your views on how we can gain better support. Please do take the time to complete it so we can take your views into
account. On Friday 14th February, the PTA holding a bake sale and a non uniform day to raise money for exira
equipment for the playground. Please look out for the posters with more information.

Next Wednesday, 5th February, we have the second meeting of our communications working group with Donna, our
Chair of Governors, between 10 and 11am. This will be a virtual Teams meeting. Please email the office if you would like
to be sent the meeting invite.

Wishing you all a lovely weekend!

BE IN, TO WIN WINNERS

We are very excited to announce the winners of last
term'’s ‘Be in, to win' competition!

Congratulations to Alina Salayi in Year 5, who
achieved 97.92% attendance, and Aria Aligj in Year
2, who reached an impressive 98.61% attendance.
Both pupils had zero lates, which is a fantastic
achievement! They have each received a £50
Lifestyle Eat voucher to enjoy with their families.

The competition is ongoing for the spring term, so
keep aiming high! To quadlify, your child must have
above 97% attendance and no more than three
lates. You can check your child's attendance via
Arbor, Stay committed, and you could be our next
winner!




Last week, Year 3 took part in an exciting creative writing workshop with children's author
Annabelle Sami. The session sparked their imaginations as they explored storytelling techniques
and developed their own ideas with expert guidance. The children loved the experience and left
feeling inspired to write their own stories!

MORE YEAR 3 AQUARIUM TRIP PHOTOS

Year 3 had a fantastic time on their trip to the London Aquarium, where they explored the wonders
of marine life. The children were captivated by the mesmerising jellyfish, majestic sharks, and playful
penguins. It was a memorable experience that sparked curiosity and excitement about the ocean
and its incredible creatures!

STAFF VACANCIES

We currently have a few staff vacancies across the
federation. Click the links to find out more.

Class Teacher — Newington Green Primary School:

Class Teacher in Islington, London - Islington Council

School Sous Chef — Rotherfield Primary School:
hitps://jobs.islington.gov.uk/vacancies/1320/school-
sous-chef.html

Premises Assistant — Newington Green Primary School
Premises Assistant in Islington, London - Islington Council

BETTER SIsLneTON



TIAGO’S TOP TIPS (PART 2)

This week, Tiago has some tips on how to keep fruits and vegetables fresh for longer.
By following these clever food storage hacks, you can extend the freshness of your produce and reduce
food waste in your kitchen. Try these tips today and enjoy fresher fruits and vegetables for weeks!
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Please click here to see community food services available within Islington
Community Food Services - Islington Food Partnership




IMPORTANT DATES
e Mulberry Mildmay Library visit Monday 3rd of February
Holly - Forest School Tuesday 4th of February
Apple - Mildmay Library visit Tuesday 4th of February
Y1-6 Computing Workshop Online Safety 3Discovery Thursday 6th of February
Elm Mildmay Library visit Thursday éth of February
Elm into University trip Monday 10th of February
Year 1 - Forest School (Final session) Tuesday 11th of February
Beech - Mildmay Library visit Tuesday 11th of February
Mulberry into University trip Friday 14th of February
PTA Bake Sale (non-uniform) Friday 14th of February
Holly - Mildmay Library visit Friday 14th of February
Half-term Monday 17th to Friday 21st of February
INSET day (School closed to pupils) Monday 24th of February
e Back to school Tuesday 25th of February @8.55am

To access the school calendar click here.
For a full list of term dates for the academic year please click here.

STARS OF THE WEEK
Year 1 Michele and Azaan
Year 2 On a trip

Year 3 Elvan and Israel
Year4 On a trip

ATTENDANCE STATS

Whole school attendance this year: 93.3%
Statutory school attendance: 94.2%
National average this year: 94.6%
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Well done, Beech and Elm, for achieving the
highest attendance this week! Both classes
will be enjoying a popcorn party next Friday.

DON'T FORGET. BE IN, TO WIN

New term, new chance to win a £50
voucher! Remember, maintain ~ 97%
attendance with no more than 3 late arrivals
throughout the entire term to qualify.
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TERM TIME LEAVE REMINDER

Dear Parent/Carer,

Re: Family Holidays and Special Leave During Term Time

I am writing to remind you of Newington Green School’s policy regarding holidays or special leave
during term time. The law requires parents to ensure their child attends school regularly. We generally
do not expect you to take your child out of school for holidays or term time leave. Please note, there is
no automatic right to a holiday during term time. Head teachers can grant leave in exceptional
circumstances, but holidays are never considered exceptional.

Before requesting leave, please consider the following:

o Atwo-week absence means your child will miss 10 literacy lessons and 10 numeracy lessons.

¢ Research shows that children often struggle to catch up on missed work, which could affect their
learning and progress.

« Your child’'s absence may impact other students, as teachers will need to spend extra time helping
your child catch up.

¢ There are 175 non-school days each year for holidays, cultural experiences, and family time.

If, after careful consideration, you feel it is unavoidable to take your child out of school during term
time, you must apply in advance. Application forms are available at the school office, and we request
you submit them before booking any travel, ideally at least 4 weeks before the proposed leave.

Both the local education authority and national government strongly discourage schools from allowing
holidays during term time. While each request will be reviewed individually, we will only grant leave in
exceptional circumstances.

If leave is granted, it is important your child returns to school on the agreed date. Failure to do so may
result in your child being removed from the school roll or legal action for unauthorised absence. To
support your request, we may ask for return flight tickets and other documentation to confirm the
reason for the leave.

If you withdraw your child from school for this leave it may be recorded as unauthorised absence. You
may be served with a Penalty Notice by Access and Engagement Team (a fine of £80-£160 per parent
per child) or a summons to court for your child's unauthorised absence. Parents have a duty to ensure
their child's regular altendance at school and failure to do so is an offence under Section 444(1) of the
Education Act 1996. We want to ensure every pupil gets the most from their education, and we hope
we can count on your support in this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Mairead McDonnell



