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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents and Carers,

To ensure a calm and focused start to the school day, we kindly ask parents to drop children off
at their designated line up spot when the bell goes at 8.55am, rather than accompanying them
to their classroom. This ensures that learning starts promptly without interruptions. If you want to
talk to your child’'s teacher then they will be very happy to talk to you after school or you can
arrange an appointment or phone call via the school office. Parents dropping children to
classes has resulted in doors being left open, which poses a safeguarding risk. Thank you for your
cooperation with this matter.

This year, one of our school development priorities is to develop a culture of talk across the
school to improve children’s confidence and ability to arficulate themselves clearly. To support
us with this aim, we kindly ask parents to greet their children at home time without using mobile
phones. Research shows that giving your child your full attention during these moments:

e supports vocabulary development
e strengthens their communication and listening skills
¢ builds confidence and emotional connection

Below you can read about some of the exciting events that are taking place over December at
school. Please put the dates in your diary and we look forward to seeing you at one of our
festive events. Please note that we break up on Friday 19" December @ 1.30pm. There will be no
After School Club on that day.

CHRISTMAS HAS ARRIVED @ NG

The Christmas tree is up, and the festive spirit is filling the schooll We
have an amazing line up of events to make this season truly special for
our children.

Attendance is so important during this festive season! Every day brings
something magical, so please make sure your child is in school to enjoy these
wonderful experiences and create lasting memories. Plus, we'll soon be
announcing some exciting rewards for great attendance—stay tuned!

Here's what's coming up:

PTA Winter Fair - Friday 5™ December

Year 3 Cinderella @ Hackney Empire — Wednesday 10th December
Christmas Jumper Day — Thursday 11th December

Christmas lunch - Tuesday 16™ December

EYFS Nativity — Wednesday 17th December @ 9:30 am

Years 1-3 Christmas Performances — Wednesday 17th December @ 11:00
am

e Years 4-6 Christmas Performances - Wednesday 17th December @ 2:30

pm
e Visit by Father Christmas - Thursday 18™ December

Remember: The last day of term is Friday 19th December at 1.30pm.




BREAKFAST AND AFTERSCHOOL CLUB ACTIVITIES

It has been a creative and cheerful week in both Breakfast
Club and After School Club.

In Breakfast Club, the children have been brightening up
their mornings by making silly masks. These colourful and
funny creations have brought lots of smiles and have
helped everyone start the day feeling happy and
energised. See photos below!

After School Club has been getting into the Christmas spirit.
The children have been busy making Christmas tree
decorations out of lollipop sticks and gems. They designed
and decorated their own ornaments, choosing patterns,
adding sparkle, and creating festive shapes to get ready
for the holiday season. They were very proud of their
handmade decorations.

AFTERSCHOOL ART CLUB
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Don't forget to join us for a relaxed coffee
morning on Monday, 1st December at 2:00 am in
the Parent Hub with Sandra. It's a great chance to
chat, share experiences, and connect over a hot
drink. We look forward to seeing you therel
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Many parents have told us that school mornings can
sometimes feel challenging. You are not alone, so let's
come taogether for a relaxed chat.
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MAGIC CHRISTMAS DIGITAL RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES

With the festive season approaching, here are some fun, safe and educational digital activities for
families to enjoy together.

o Santa Google Games — Explore magical mini-games on Google's Santa Tracker. | Best

e Code Boogie - A brilliant coding-themed dance game children enjoy.

» Portable North Pole — Create personalised video messages from Santa. Christmas

e Track Santa - Follow Santa’s journey with the NORAD Santa tracker.

o Text Father Christmas App — Send child-friendly messages to Santa. AppS
e EIf Cam App — Always a popular choice at this time of year.

ONLINE SAFETY SPOTLIGHT: "PAUSE BEFORE YOU POST"

A powerful new video from Ireland encourages families to think carefully before sharing photos and
videos of children online.

Sharenting: Pause Before You Post is highly recommended for all parents and carers.

You can also explore:
e Common Sense Media — Al Toolkit for Parents, supporting families to build Al literacy at home.
. If_GfL Christmas Online Safety Guidance - Practical tips for staying safe while enjoying festive digital
un.

DIGITAL SKILLS AND SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES

e Family Fund Digital Skills Resources — Free guides and support to help families build confidence using
technology safely.

e Free Sleep Helpline (7=2 pm, school nights) — Phone support for parents to create calm, screen-free
bedtime routines and encourage “Books at Bedtime.”

HEALTHY PACKED LUNCH - ONE SIMPLE SWAP!

At our schools, we want to help children enjoy lunches that keep them energised, focused, and ready
to learn. To help parents and cares preparing a packed lunch that is aligned with our schools standards
for healthy eating, here are some easy, realistic swaps to make great meals — without adding extra
stress to your day. Everything below can be found in any supermarket and doesn’t require special
preparation. After all, keeping packed lunches healthy doesn't have to be complicated!!

Sandwich of the Week: Cheese & Cucumber

Crunchy cucumber + mild cheese = a refreshing classic that's easy to prep
and easy to love. If your child is more into hot food, some chicken and
roast plml‘o’roes from the past dinner can be a great idea when stored
properly!

Savoury Swap: Breadsticks

Still crunchy, still fun, but with far less salt than crisps. Perfect for little nibblers.
Veg Pick: Carrof Batons

Bright, sweet, and great for dipping. They stay crisp even after a morning in a
lunchbox! But you can also prepare some fresh tomato wedges or even more
cucumber, using the same one from the sandwich!

Fruit Pick: A Handful of Grapes

Juicy, bite-sized, and fuss-free. (Cut in halves for younger children. But that can be also an Apple, a
pear or a delicious fruit salad!

Treat of the Week: A fruit muffin

A small, simple treat 2-3 times a week is absolutely fine—leftovers from home
baking are perfect!

Small, easy swaps like these help keep children fuelled, focused, and feeling good
throughout the school day. Thanks for supporting healthier lunchboxes!



https://www.educationalappstore.com/best-apps/best-christmas-apps-to-engage-your-kids
https://santatracker.google.com/
https://www.portablenorthpole.com/en
https://www.noradsanta.org/en/
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/call-santa-claus-create-video/id933921849
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/elf-cam-santas-elf-tracker/id1540065832
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QL1FmBaof8
https://dayofai.org/family-resources
https://parentsafe.lgfl.net/
https://www.familyfund.org.uk/support/discover-digital/
https://www.familyfund.org.uk/support/discover-digital/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/

IMPORTANT DATES

e Parent Coffee Morning Monday 1° December @ 9 am

¢ Year 4 Chocolate Museum workshop Friday 5th December |
¢ PTA Winter Fair - Friday 5™ December 3.30pm - 6.00pm e oy " vy
¢ Year 6 @ National Portrait Gallery Tuesday 9th December (i ot e
¢ Year 3 Cinderella @ Hackney Empire Wednesday 10th December =
¢ Christmas Jumper Day Thursday 11th December

¢ Christmas lunch Tuesday 16" December

* EYFS Nativity Wednesday 17th December @ 9.30

¢ Years 1 -3 Xmas performances Wednesday17th December @11.00

* Years 4 - 6 Xmas performances Wednesday 17th December @2.30

¢ Last day of school EARLY FINISH Friday 19" December @1.30PM. No ASC on that day.

ATTENDANCE STATS

STARS OF THE WEEK

Whole school altendance this year:
Statutory school attendance:

This week’s average: 93.7%
National average this year: 95%

Year 1 - lyana and Jasiah
Year 2 - Zaynab and Deniz
Year 3 - Amayah and Giosue
Year 4 - Izabella and Jeremiah
Year 5 - Dion and Damla
Year 6 - Adil and lbrahim

Rowan 97.70%

BREAKEAST CLUB Silver birch 97.30%
—— Maple 97.00%

w‘ii ;”:'“%:%_:m Mulberry 95.70%

MH“’“ Holly 95.00%

| [ 4 Palm 94.30%

S Elm 94.30%

— e Cedar 94.30%
AFTERSCHOOL CLUB Ash 93.40%
i Oak 93.30%

Pine 92.70%

FREE SCHOOL MEAL VOUCHERS DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Do you qualify for free school meals (FSM) status. Anyone who hasn't applied or whose circumstances may have changed
please apply on Isingfon's Cifizen portal fo see if you are eligible.
Free school meals on Council

SUPPORT WITH CHILDCARE
f you are a working parent and require help with Childcare please use the links fo see what help is available.
Eligibility checker | Best Start in Life

Tax-Free Chidcare - GOVUK

Well done Rowan! Popcorn Party Next week!

hildicare for Working Parents: Overvi



https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/help-with-childcare-and-family-costs/free-school-meals-and-uniform-grant
https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/eligibility-checker
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working

