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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents and Carers,

On Friday, we had our first big event of the festive season - the Friends of Newington Green Winter Fair,
which was a fantastic celebration of community spirit! Families, friends, and staff came together to enjoy
festive fun, delicious treats, and creative stalls. Thank you to everyone who helped make it such a warm
and joyful event! | want to give a special mention to the Friends of NG volunteers who spent all day
Friday preparing for the event. We are so lucky to have you! Thank you for your time and efforts, it is
much appreciated.

Earlier in Autumn term, we sent you information about our Healthy Packed Lunch Policy. Chef Tiago and
the team have been working hard on implementing this since October. Many children have been
making healthy choices and swapping out sugary snacks from their packed lunch. Tiago has also started
including top tips on healthy options in the school newsletter. However, there are still some children who
continue to bring sugary snacks to school. We are particularly concerned about nuts in packed lunches,
including chocolate spread, as we have several pupils with nut allergies.

From this week, the team will be adding a reminder into packed lunches, which are not in line with our
policy. The children will be offered healthy alternatives from school lunch as a replacement for any
unhealthy item.

Chef Tiago is offering a parent workshop on Friday 16™ January to talk further to parents about any
concerns or questions you have. Please put the date in your diary!

| have noticed that several parents have made an effort to hang up their phone calls before entering
the school playground/building over the last week, following my piece in the newsletter last week. Thank
you to those parents who have been supporting mobile free collections.

Just a reminder that the last day of term is Friday 19" December and we break up at 1.30pm. There is no
ASC that day.

DECEMBER'’S RIGHT OF THE MONTH

Did you know that Article 42 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child states that every child—and the adults who care for them—have the
right to know about the rights set out in the Convention?

Governments are responsible for making sure these rights are shared and
explained clearly, but schools, families, and communities also play an
important role. By learning about their rights, children feel more confident
and empowered.

This month, we'll be exploring Article 42 in our Rights Assemblies, helping
children understand why knowing their rights matters and how it affects
them.
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We encourage you to talk to your child about this at home—ask them
what they think and why it's important!



SPORTS HALL ATHLETICS COMPETITION

A huge congratulations to our amazing Year 5 and Year 6 pupils who represented the school at
the Islington Sports Hall Athletics Competition on Tuesday!

The children took part in a variety of exciting track and field events and showed incredible
teamwork, resilience, and determination throughout the day. They really did the school proud!
A special mention to Emmanuel in Year 6, who shared:

“I felt like a real sports star as everyone was asking me who | was. | did so welll”

SEASONAL ILLNESS: KEY GUIDANCE FOR FAMILIES

As we move further into the winter term, many families will be aware that this is the time of year when
seasonal illinesses become more common. To help keep our pupils, families, and staff well, we want to
highlight several important resources that support the management of winter ilinesses and help maintain
good attendance.

Useful Guidance and Resources
» Education Hub Blog — Reducing the spread of iliness this winter: Seven steps to healthier schools and

hi heer attendance. A helpful blog for both parents, offering practical steps to reduce the spread of
infection.

* NHS Guidance for Parents — Is my child too ill for school? A clear and reliable resource to help parents
decide when their child should stay at home and when they are well enough to attend school.

* Preventing_and Controlling_ Infections Guidance. This document includes up-to-date advice on
vaccinations, ventilation, handwashing, and good respiratory hygiene.

By following and sharing these resources, we can work together to reduce the spread of iliness, promote
hequ’rhier scTI?]ool environments, and support pupils to attend school as much as possible throughout the
winter months.
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https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/reducing-the-spread-of-illness-this-winter-seven-steps-to-healthier-schools-and-higher-school-attendance/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/preventing-and-controlling-infections

NG CHRISTMAS FAIR 2025

We are delighted to share that this year's Christmas Fair was a wonderful success, full of festive
spirit and community joy. From our magical Santa’s Grotto to the creative craft stalls and
delicious food on offer, the event brought families together and created a truly special afternoon
for our pupils.

A heartfelt thank you goes to our incredible PTA and our dedicated parent volunteers who
worked tirelessly behind the scenes. Your time, energy, and enthusiasm helped transform the fair
info a memorable experience for all.

Thanks to your generosity and support, the event raised £655 for the school, which will go directly
towards enriching opportunities for our children.

Thank you once again to everyone who helped make the Christmas Fair such a joyful and
successful event. We could not have done it without you.




IMPORTANT DATES

¢ Year 6 @ National Portrait Gallery Tuesday 9th December

¢ Year 3 Cinderella @ Hackney Empire Wednesday 10th December
e Christmas Jumper Day Thursday 11th December

e Christmas lunch Tuesday 16™ December

* EYFS Nativity Wednesday 17th December @ 9.30am <
* Years 1 -3 Christmas performances Wednesday17th December @11.00am »
e Years 4 - é Christmas performances Wednesday 17th December @2.30 pm

Year 3 Year 4

@ Educational Experiences in 2025-26
S

e Last day of school EARLY FINISH Friday 19" December @1.30PM. No ASC on that day.

STARS OF THE WEEK ATTENDANCE STATS

Whole school altendance this year:
Statutory school attendance:

This week’s average: 93.7%
National average this year: 94.1%

Year 1 - lyana and Jasiah
Year 2 - Zaynab and Deniz
Year 3 - Amayah and Giosue
Year 4 - Izabella and Jeremiah
Year 5 - Dion and Damla

Year 6 - Adil and lbrahim Mulberry 98.70%
Maple 98.00%

BREAKFAST CLUB - Willow 96.30%
l Holly 96.00%

Rowan 96.00%

Palm 95.30%

Pine 93.80%

AFTERSCHOOL CLUB Elm 91.70%
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https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/help-with-childcare-and-family-costs/free-school-meals-and-uniform-grant
https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/eligibility-checker
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working

