
GREENER SCHOOLS PILOT PROGRAMME

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a busy week of educational visits at Newington Green! Year 2, Year 4 and Year 5 have all
been off site, enriching their learning through visits. The trips included the Horniman Museum, The
Ragged School Museum and the London Synagogue. All children really enjoyed their visits and
behaved in line with our Green Expectations. Thank you to all our parent helpers who attended and
supported on these trips. 

At Newington Green, our continued focus on attendance is making a difference, although we had a
dip last week due to illness. This week has been a very good week for attendance with whole school
attendance at 96%! For the year to date, this dips slightly to 94.7% but with a positive effort from all our
families, we know that we can continue to aim high and reach our 96% target by the end of the year.
Next week, we are having our termly meeting with the Local Authority, who will be looking at our
attendance data and reviewing progress from autumn term, so it will be great to report on this positive
news. Every day in school truly matters, so your support in helping us reach this goal is greatly
appreciated.

Next week is National Storytelling week. We will be celebrating it through our library session and in class
story times. Throughout the week, children will enjoy a range of wonderful stories and take part in
activities that spark imagination and a love of reading. We invite all children to share their favourite
storybooks with their teachers—whether it’s a timeless classic or a new discovery, we’d love to hear
about the stories that inspire them.  

Have a wonderful weekend.

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
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We are proud to share that the sustainability work led by our
Head Chef and Food Educator, Tiago, has been featured in
a new resource by Retrofit Action For Tomorrow (RAFT),
developed as part of the Greener Schools Pilot Programme
supported by the Mayor of London. The resource highlights
practical ways schools can reduce their carbon footprint,
particularly through food, cleaning products, equipment and
community engagement. 

It showcases initiatives at Rotherfield and Newington Green
Primary Schools, including energy-efficient kitchen
equipment, reduced food waste, plant-forward menus,
cooking and gardening clubs, and hands-on food education
for pupils and families. The project aims to support schools
across London, and potentially beyond, to take realistic and
meaningful steps towards sustainability, demonstrating that
change can happen gradually within existing school settings.
This recognition celebrates work rooted in everyday practice
and the wider school community that makes it possible.

© 2026 Retrofit Action For Tomorrow CIC In collaboration with:

Spotlight: Rotherfield and Newington Green Primary Schools 

Tiago Padilha, Head Chef and Food Educator

Tiago is an alumni of the Chefs in Schools
programme: a charity that trains kitchen staff
to produce healthier, less wasteful food from
scratch. The application of his training has
been positively felt positively across the school
community, which includes but is not limited
to: hosting cooking sessions for pupils and
families, producing healthier lunch menus,
and starting a gardening club with pupils. His
dedication to improving the school’s sustainability
practices spans from changing his food suppliers
to local alternatives, using bio-based cleaning
products and introducing more energy efficient
kitchen equipment. His approach to food is
considered and circular, understanding that the
food he cooks as part of a wider supply chain that
needs to be questioned and interrogated. 

RAFT spoke to Tiago Padilha, Head Chefand Food
Educator at Rotherfield Primary School and
Newington Green Primary School (The Growth
Learning Collective Federation) in London, about
the sustainable practices he has implemented in
his school. This page details the work his school is
actioning in the classroom, kitchen, school garden,
and local community. 

Importantly, Tiago sees the trust and relationships
he builds with the pupils as fundamental to the
sustainability process. Building a connection with
pupils means they are more likely to eat the food
he makes, reducing food waste while improving
the children’s health and education about healthier
and more environmentally friendly alternatives.
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•ABupagrant enabled the school to refurbish 
theirgarden. 

•Gardenactivities are integrated into the school 
curriculum, harvested food is used in school
meals and most importantly, children are brought
closer to nature. 

• Partnered with Islington Council to host a Family 
Kitchen programme teaching families to cook 
healthy food every week. 

• After-school cooking and gardening club to 
explore seasonal food and cooking.

• Shift away from frozen, ultra processed foods with 
a focus on seasonal, locally sourced ingredients. 
Suppliers include: Savona and Penhurst Fine 
Foods, plus Ted’s Veg for all fruit and veg.
• Minimise food waste by offering age appropriate 

portions and re-purposing leftovers.
• Genuine sense of trust between pupils and 

kitchen staff. If the pupils trust the staff, they’ll 
trust the food.

• Ban on chocolate bars, crisps and sugary drinks 
in packed lunches, leading to a significant drop 
in packed lunch numbers, reducing packaging 
waste.

• 2 vegetarian days and 3 days with animal 
protein a week.

• Menus complies with NHS and UK school food 
standards. 

• Daily protein plant-based options both 
to be more environmentally conscious and 
accommodate allergies.

• Use 100% plant based, biodegradable cleaning 
products made in the UK with recyclable and 
reusable packaging. 

• Safer for the skin, especially for cleaning staff.
• Rational iCombi ovens are used to reduce energy 

usage and costs in the kitchens. The ovens have 
Energy Star certification, and intelligent climate 
management technology to regulate air, heat 
and humidity, automatically adjusting heating 
conditions. “I
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Trac
ing impact across the wider community
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YEAR 5 SYNAGOGUE TRIP

DODGEBALL COMPETITION                                     

Year 5 enjoyed a valuable educational visit to a local synagogue, where they learned about
Jewish beliefs, traditions and practices. The children were excellent ambassadors for the school,
showing curiosity, respect and thoughtful engagement throughout the visit. It was a meaningful
experience that helped deepen their understanding of different faiths and cultures.

A huge well done to the boys and girls in Year 5 who took part in the Islington Dodgeball
Tournament this week. The tournament was great fun and the children competed brilliantly,
winning many of their matches. They showed fantastic teamwork, played with real determination
and demonstrated excellent sportsmanship throughout. We are incredibly proud of them!

YEAR 1 FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE MUSEUM

Year 1 enjoyed an exciting and informative visit to the Florence Nightingale Museum. The children
learned about Florence Nightingale’s life and work, explored historical artefacts and took part in
engaging activities that brought their learning to life. They were curious, enthusiastic and
represented the school brilliantly throughout the day.



MINDFULNESS CLUB

AFTERSCHOOL CLUB                                    

This week in Mindfulness Club, the children took part in a fun and calming dance tutorial before
creating posters filled with positive words and images. The posters focused on kindness and
compassion, encouraging the children to be caring and supportive towards their peers.

In After School Club, children enjoyed a creative session making beautiful watercolour bookmarks.
They experimented with colour and design, producing unique pieces while developing their
artistic skills in a relaxed and enjoyable setting.

BREAKFAST CLUB

Breakfast Club provides a calm and welcoming start to the school day. Children enjoy quiet
activities that help them settle in before lessons, alongside a fresh and nutritious breakfast. This
relaxed routine supports wellbeing and helps children feel ready and focused for the day ahead. 



SHORT STORY COMPETITION           THIS WEEK’S BOOK RECOMMENDATION

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK                 

To mark Children’s Mental Health Week, we will
be hosting a special Movie Night featuring Inside
Out 2. This will be a lovely opportunity for children
and families to come together and enjoy a film
that explores emotions and wellbeing. Tickets will
be £2 for children and £1 for adults.



Y1 Oak @ Forest School Tuesday 3rd February
Y1 Holly @ Forest School Tuesday 10th February
Movie Night Wednesday 11  February @ 4pmth

School closed for Half term Monday 16  of Februaryth

Back to school Tuesday 24  of Februaryth

Year 1- Ethel and Nathaniel
Year 2 - Whole class Pine and Zari
Year 3 - Alec and Ilva
Year 4 - Esther and Nureya
Year 5 - Ronato and Mia
Year 6 - Arianna and Alisa Maple 99.30%

Rowan 99.00%

Mulberry 97.90%

Holly 97.30%

Palm 97.20%

Ash 96.70%

Elm 95.20%

Silver
bi h

94.50%

Cedar 93.90%

Willow 93.80%

Oak 92.90%

Pine 91.90%

IMPORTANT DATES 

Whole school attendance this year: 95.4% 
Statutory school attendance: 94.7%
This week’s average: 96%
National average this year: 94.5%

ATTENDANCE STATSSTARS OF THE WEEK

Well done to Maple and Rowan for both
achieving 99% attendance! Both classes
will have a Popcorn Party next week.


